THE LOSS OF THE ROYAL OAK
AND THE WAR AT SEA
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September 30. A new Polish Government, with M. Raczkiewicz as
President and General Sikorski as Prime Minister,
takes the oath at Paris.
October 2, Reports begin to arrive of a German rai&er in the
South Atlantic, later identified as the Graf Spee.
October 6. Herr Hitler in a speech to the Reichstag makes in vague
terms his " last peace offer " to the Allies.
Russia enquires of Finland whether she would be
prepared to send a special envoy to Moscow to discuss
differences.
October 9. The American ship City of Flint seized by the pocket
battleship Deutschland.
October 10. Finland sends Dr. Paasikivi to Moscow, and makes
preparations to resist if necessary.
October 14. H.M.S. Royal Oak sunk at Scapa Flow, with con-
siderable loss of life.
October 19. A Treaty oj Mutual Assistance between Britain, France
and Turkey is signed at Ankara,
October 23. Finnish delegates return to Moscow for a second con-
ference.
October 27. The United States repeals its arms embargo. King
Leopold reiterates his intention of remaining neutral.
November 3, In a conference at the Kremlin Russia officially demands
territorial concessions from Finland.
November 4,    President Roosevelt signs the American Neutrality Bill
The City of Flint reaches a Norwegian port, and
is released.
November 7, Queen Wilhelmina and King Leopold issue another
appeal for peace.
[November 8, 1939.
IT is now established that the Royal Oak was sunk in the early
hours of I4th October by a German U-boat which penetrated
the defences of the land-locked anchorage of Scapa Flow.   These
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